
 

C hrist coming into 
the world possessed 
His Father’s mind.  At 
the tender age of 
twelve (12), revealing 
his mindset, the Son of 
God said “wist ye not 
that I must be about 
my father’s busi-
ness” (St. Luke 2:49).  
Everyone around Him 
knew the work He was 
doing was not His own 
but rather His Father’s 
(St. John 5:30).  Christ 
made it clear He was 
Servant-minded, con-
veying the message 
He did not come to be 
served but to serve 
(St. Matthew 20:28).  
Christ exemplified his 
humble mind transi-
tioning from a divine 
form to a human form, 
a sinless existence to 
a world full of sin and 
corruption.  The heath 
of the cross was the 
ultimate and final act 
of an obedient mind 
(St. John  12:27). 

5 Let this same 
attitude and pur-
pose and (humble) 
mind be in you 
which was in Christ 
Jesus: (Let Him be 
your example in 
humility:)  
(Amplified Bible) 
 
 
5 You must have 
the same attitude 
that Christ Jesus 
had. (New Living 
Translation) 
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O ur Lord and Savior, 
through teaching and by 
example, allowed the 
people of God to exam-
ine and follow His mind-
set.  To be like Christ 
and have His mind is 
indeed an obtainable 
goal.  Only through 
“mortifying (putting to 
death) the flesh, self-
less, self-sacrificing and 
conformable service can 
the mind of Christ be re-
alized. 

 
 

Living holyLiving holyLiving holy© 

Apostle Ivan L. Grant, Sr. 
NFCOG Presiding Prelate  

H ow many times 
has the praise re-
sounded in the church, 
“To be like Jesus, how 
I long to be like Him”?  
Probably more times 
than any individual can 
count.  As earnest as 
the desire may be, it is 
not something that 
happens through men-
tal assent or drawn 
from a strong personal 
will.  Being like Christ 
in reality is having the 
mind of Christ, only 
possible through a 
heart transformation.   
 

A postle Paul states 
this startling revelation 
when he says “let this 
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What does it really mean to be like Christ?  Do we handle the affairs 
of day-to-day living totally surrendered to the will of our Heavenly 
Father?  Are we like minded as Christ? 

KEY   

SCRIPTURES  
(King James 

version) 

Philippians 2:5 
 
5 Let this mind be 
in you, which was 
also in Christ 
Jesus: 
 
5-8Think of your-
selves the way 
Christ Jesus 
thought of himself. 
He had equal status 
with God but didn't 
think so much of 
himself that he had 
to cling to the ad-
vantages of that 
status no matter 
what. Not at all. 
When the time 
came, he set aside 
the privileges of 
deity and took on 
the status of a 
slave, became 
human! Having 
become human, he 
stayed human. It 
was an incredibly 
humbling process. 
He didn't claim 
special privileges. 
Instead, he lived a 
selfless, obedient 
life and then died a 
selfless, obedient 
death—and the 
worst kind of death 
at that—a crucifix-
ion. (The Message) 
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mind be in you, which 
was also in Christ Je-
sus” (Philippians 2:5).  
Paul is really saying let 
the mind of “self-
emptying” take place 
that was in Christ.  
Christ, in obedience to 
the Father’s will, had to 
divest himself of all 
heavenly glory, coming 
in “the likeness of sinful 
flesh,” to reconcile man-
kind to God.  Following 
the example of Christ, 
there must be a renun-
ciation of all flesh and 
worldliness, receiving 
His nature, to have the 
mind of Christ (2 Timo-
thy 2:21). 
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